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"You know, maybe we should hgvé
unplu.gged the electric log - tonight



SPACEWAED, Vole XITI, Nos 1, lssus 573, prodused at Apd 4, 4400 Sunrite, K. ()
Texas, in tho foolish hope that it will be ready in time .or the Jdanuary 19¢°> SAPS
bundle. Strange, deadlines never rushed up on me in thia snenky way before I got
rarriotees

Also, be in known that wo don't have any corflu en hand. Nency drop-
ped the bsttle, and it took me two hours to serub away the blue stains snd broken
glass from the kitchen floor. Drat, there was another two years' supply left in
the bottle, tooe. (It was m l~o0z bottle),

And, mumbling over that gripe, we embark upem

THE OCRIPES OF RAPD
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or, Thru Darkest Mailling 67 with Ready Tort and Poised Replevin (a la Moskewits)
SPECTATOR 67: In spite of mll oompstitien, it seems safe to assume that SPECTATOR
will eamaily take the honors for best artwork in this year's Egoboo

Poll. I wonder what Kennedy and Alpaugh would say to THAT? ¥ With the opulent
treasury SAPS has nowsdays, wouldn't it pay to have the OE establish a savings fioe

oount in & looal bank in whioh te keep the funds during his year of office? The

. interest would oome to two or three bucka. On the other hand, might I suggest a
© poll of the membership, object: to authorize a omep or two-mailing morstorium on

SAPS dues, thus bringing the treasury dom to a more reasonable balance? After
\all, there's no logical reascn why SAPS should maintain a §1C0-~-plus reserve fund,

POT POURRI 19; That's a beautiful mimeo fiob on the oover, John; Eddie (if he was
the cutter of the stenoil) is indeed & mester of the treacherous
stylue and shading plate. # Your acocunt of your introduction to Amy life was
hilarious. T wonder if thers hus been any change in the routine since your day?
I know the TS ATmy ncw goes to great trouble to make e pleasant impression on the
new recruits (feaci:z, no doubt, that othorwise they'll dash off unpleasant notes
to their Corgresamen)e It a’u't 1ike the old dayse.. # I'm not sure whether the
"Music From America” TV program you 8aw was intended as s satire or not; rest as<\
sured that it ls not typlical of this goundry's rvs‘cal tastes. Reminds me of a |\
program I saw & few weseks ago rfhowing Eu.. -aen ar .8ts at work, Omne, for instance,
lald a large shset of piywced on the grouad, ...u walked up teo it holding a baas /')
viol. After a pause to communo with the muses or something, he gresped the violfé({&’
firmly by the nreck, swuing it over his head, and smeshed it down on the plywood. [
After whioh he nalled the fragments inte place where they had fallenm, signed his
name to the whole mess, and shipped it off to Amerisce as a triumph of modern art. |
Another artlst, a young woman whom I must confess was a displaced Yankee, created
her masterpleces by naliling various dbits of, miscellanecus junk and plastio bags /‘
of paint to a panel, coverling it all with & thin coat of plaster, then stood off .
a few yards and peppered the thing with a «&? riile, weanwi:ilo soreaming hyster=- =
fcally ebout artist_o inspiration wnd the xzkXix vliolenee of the oreative impulse.
Remember when fans used to be oonsidered nuts?

SaFARI; Much thanks to you, Earl and Jim, for the lifesaving draughts of bheer

at Seattle. By now you're probably buried deep beneath the workload of
preliminary prepareticne for Chiomm ~- best of luck and wishee for a successful
oo,

ZEUTHEN AAGAARDs Gotta admit this made more interesting reading then most “test
stenoils” which turn up in SAPS bundles. Now how about making
a ocmplete zine of it? .

POR QUE? #11: Did you import the pink paper from Florida, or were you able to find
e ssurce of supply in Seattle? F WMo, I dom't think the Army DOES



wrtmy v oo s 3811 thasother.demands.on your time, Elin

of A 450 talyeen? T ! .
know where Oro Grande is. For exampls, §t's .30 .miles north.of the Texas border,
but the PX barber .shop ahargee the.isXas state.sales tax on haircutsl -[But who's
qomplaining?  The Texas tex is Z¢, while at nesrby White Sends,.the:New Mexioo

.tax on haircuts ds 9"‘)_ " 4 Labaslyg anofess wXisapan 3490 LLalyd

1lffaz aupidiing:
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FLABBERGASTING #70,; ,Helen Hendrivkscn must ba:a.female.Ralph, Rayburn Fhillips.

PP . Whet.I would like.tg know is,.why is-a top -speed of, say,
. 130 mph_oonsidered an advantagecus selling point in an automobils, when the top
legal speed anywhere in the US,ias 70.mph? You don't need THAT much.reserve speed

. .for pasaings..Must be & atatug gymbol or something, Like the auto compass I saw-
.advertisad .onoe, with “an easy-reading dial, that can be seen even in the glare of

"bright suplight.z- Or-don't, the modern sohools tessh anyone how to determine
Horth by.the diraction of the. sunZ. /. Whatdaya mean by talliqg me that repairing
8 mimeo-impression roller.is impossible?: You oould have said "not worth the troub-

le and expense" or same auch phrase.. Now I'll. have to find a way to repalir mine,

—~Just to prove you wrong., F With,oleo ocosting 81¢.a pound, and butter 834, 1

would hardly aell the price difference .'negligible", Tosk.

‘ : « TIRROS IO EaLa Syl ® Al Shainudend o RREEEY g

PSILO 41, Wow, that!s en offbest style.of /Harness ertwerk en the.cover; den't
believe.l'we ever seen. him use a lot of frilly lines like that before.

.-A charming. end educationel zine, Jane,. .Teught me. a number of thinge I hadn't

known before,_abmt_goatg.f + nd L entsdua o oF Tmof = Lioew fok , .

« Boolrg Mid To FAIFTH
TEBE ZED #797: A sparkling Con account, Karen. Congratulations en the new Ge-
sgape it ana poBbakner, alsg. (Are you.going o use emy of thel other £ifteen
vibrant ink oolors from now on% . .iiisf dey 0! ae 59

FENDENIZEN #E0s. Glad you were.able, tpshave .o pege in the mailing, in .spite of i
Y or:  What's MY exouse?
2 aavatss $mg-owd- o ol faw FI daes empo sotmeoll it awdw tadd 2} vae
..BETRO #°”: Now. that you have a set. of ohoppers, Buz), dontt you Shink: we-ought . i
i3 ¢ .%o pass Tha word eround fthat it's ng longer eafe-for fuggheads to- .- +

assume that your bark ds worse than your bitef | ' : )

-1 0% ) gops: cwliged (e hpdsdls & @ . sPASTIE Gl v £ BEAG
GCONs, Congretulations, Rich,.on,the first.and so-far only definibive Seacon ro-

ns -oo-port that I'ye.seen in-the fan presse. I .am oroggled that you managed to .
note and/or remegber go.mid: 3stailed information sbout the formal progrem while

. at the same time oirouletiig Thru the unofficidl activities. # Bertrand Russell:

remarks {in The Conquest of Happiness) that war and the general overdevelopment
of the aggressive impulse-fé mostly a result of boredom, Tsk, if fandom ever
takes over the.ﬁgrld,.tbene'll be no more wars (mt least not nuclesr ones). Just
plonker assaults and lewsuits. A splendig lssue, ol'Eney.

DIE STAATENGESCHICHTE. WISSENSGHART UND IGH #3: Wouldn't the .prime reguisite for-
, Say  Sitebe = ' otiieds o0 survival be the:possession of a
naturally high rediation-tolerance?, If Atomigeddon is severqénpugh_tn out world.
population down, to a small group of survivors, it'11 be radigtion that does most.
of the job. Offhand I'd sey that.if there were as many a6 & million survivors
in this country (end providing hostilities on & nen-nuclear basis do not continue)
there'd not be too much.need fgr. the ruggqdrlife. skills, beoausse a tottering and
makeshift, but adequate framework of civilization would still be maintained.
COLLECTOR #77: Come to think of 1t, if Rike's pesoce mershers had emulated the
Doudkhors' teghrtigue, they'd have gotten lots more publioity!
«Fascinating tale of Murray Sipuk, Typical MSFS jMembars I hope you gent Steve - -
Motchette a. copy of this isswe; Howards ~# Speaking of time flying, remember
-Relph Fluette's daughter? I hderd a codple years ago that she 18 now attending ..
a university in Rio de Japdrd e§ en exchange studen%.. f On en Armistice Day TV
program the announcer desoriped people,.like you and me as;"graying and paunchy
woterans of WW I1." Sometiges § feel like it. 3 ol 3



THE SPELEOBEM #18: Speaking ci censorship, I think it was in SAPS scmg v ... .a.
LTS * that I'mentiosfied an BY Paso' grar? jury had indicted a fic:.k of
1doal mAgazine déalefs and Tookators ‘cwners “for ‘pe’ iing obscenity. ™ {(Tropfc nof
Cancer’, end the magearine Adam, AT 40% afe®soutrious). Well, the cases fINafiy came
\1Tfo—r trial. The magazine dealérs pleaded guilty and got' ©ff with 'suspended sexd-
tences upon promising to dis.bonf.inuo selling Adam. The bookstore owner pleaded not
gut My [ (he Vs 1546 e ‘wha was ‘5t #1AE #8677 T0 the ‘DA fiad to ‘ask for'a’postponement
bece(8d ths minlster- who®is the:tomplinant) or shief witness, or whatever you call
ity Heppénd*fo be-vacaticning 1A Mrope: My fine sense of legel ethics ‘Prompts me
£6 " 6Bs6rve "that “tFey should hdve®Bubpoenadd’him and mede h¥m cancel his vacation;
sinGe ‘he “ghArtod’ the “whole ‘messi ' At "any Fate; the publicify was quite a booster of
381 6¢ 'of T8¢ iR E1“Paso; I%indsrstand.: “¢" In-my 'opinion the ‘34 book of the Gunnar
Asoh br1618gy westhe ‘Yextd 4fiallsic dhe éde in wHich most of the charaoters mre
serving tn the Ruseted fioub jVrathers thin Ad garfison. The fascifating thing here
‘45 the dimiltayities &nd"at thebanms ¥im time’the dontrasts to US Army Iffe, I got
the 'eafie '£e814ng’ tHe obher Ay frém-the Ghaptef in' Gibbons® Decline and Fall of tir
Roman Empirscddvétbdrtol d'@esortption ofCthe Roman legions. ~Incidently, GibbomsT
(~oritidue of the dangers: ifiherent: 1A alldowing thé miiitary to influence the' govern-
| ment seems quite applicable to-events in many South Americen countries these days,
\ and Yhagbe s oven~aowdrntng 146 S 6ar: ok Tt {dni #' You might tell FredGalvin 'that me
“arpumerit ‘i faveF ofTpublishihg 'materidl "good enough for professional publication”
in SAPS! rdtRer: thdd 1f K gonFine>is’that despite SAPS publication' you retain common
law ocopyright, which would be lost to a subzine, in the" absence of specifio copy-
righting of the piece.
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THE TATTERED DRAGONETTE)> Nom Yol know wheré all the ttencils ‘sround here disappear
to when I'm not looking j'*t ¥O& smns =aalac cus JEanss

OUTBADERSc#484 A biAoR of!gUh Bugs would'be’aeidp”af shopters, wouldn't it "

Tnzuoze Tu o0 'J8peaking el sunflowersl thetRing abdul them that sticks 'in my mem-
ory is that when the Mormons cams west it was in a two-part caraven, with most of
the ‘mencblaping-€hectrdiloand’ the  wimenfolk  follofing the next swmer.' So the men
took"along'a supply fof 'sunFlower seeds:qna"’sﬁa{i’éer'ea them aleng the treil., The sec-
ond helf of the careven merely had to’féllowithe yellow ¥Yifl{ blossom rosd. # Of
course SAPS is a sewing oircle. It has a thread of sanity, much fanciful embroid-
ory; end-the mémberd-keupipgiving 8adh?othdr ‘thé needle. One might even go 8o far
a5 to 08il e fow SANS tRinbldmifided. *Yeth? "# SAPS was a more powsrful organisa-
tien basck ir the good olé days; whén #h OF-oould transport a pair of brass Knicks
asross half ‘the coxtiment By'mers -teleportation. SAPS being a rather dispersed & -
ganggation, “tHey'd probably Hatve-'to be ‘smployad that way too, if the occasion ever
arosés Vhat we need, tho,uis ssmething more on-the order of an Australfan pointing
Borb, whioh the"OFE eould dend’ td"delinquent members to hex them into sotivity. How
sbout it, Bob Smith? .usd'le  sornd Diiaecas . "

FUABRERCON #8F ‘&!pleasent ‘oon acvount, Tosks Insidently, we noted, while looking

5 it polEiwnlt at somd siides of the Detention the other night, that you at Sea-
t+76 ‘and Doo Smith at Defroit sported the same unmistakabtie end memorable loud-
patterned sportshirts Wha hoppen; he ‘bet his shirt on & mathematlcal argument ‘with
you ‘6r something; or perhaps this :apg soerst'api‘.rft‘orm‘fqr_ Ph.D'8% < it
Sy im0 0 v s f , Sty Sy 3 ’ ' k } 5
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WATLING STREET #10: * Gorgeous ooved,-Bobs Really terrific. b
Ll PnGniar o4 LLFFe biuow sesdBiil F¥io Lo EIOWSER:T o Y DA s L £ -0

THIS IS THE TRIAL; Okay, Owen, let's get that equipment rolling, now thet you've
<y boFaisce DAt yepgaarggeneny =UASIE 1D 12707 NS o ems 3! ROTVELD
Vutiotidug etear edel mesdon evad hiyerd ,aupimipes feuodiduod

SAP FROM THE'GUMOTREE'#1} TH# Deckor Doolittle books wore mentiofied” by 80Hschs” in
“hesemas Lealull wnld 1 apSTR Bouple of yenrs aflo, Bob, and in’the 'resulting

commentary ‘it turnsd’ sut Hhat quite ‘a funber Of-8APS were ‘famil¥ar with thems ' El-

inor "BusBy 'wad “6ne j“axid I-wae¥snother;ivan’t recail of fhend “who the  other Doolitéle
fand worés “Afe’ yol 'Familier wi¥h AFthEY’ Refe'ohmé ‘s olyildrens™ Hookd ' # You"think
you've got troubles because Nancy's* IGNATY-sand glits §11"over your bed?” He; labt
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w.ee.k while I waa abaent overnight pulling Sgt .of ;the :Guard, she. toaqk advantage of -
the opportunity to heve s midnighk snack.af orackers gnd:cheese ~dxn-bed. ‘{ou ever !
try to sleep on oracker orumbs? £ One point.the prophsts: of atomisideomisort of:!
gloss over when they predict how many people in a"city will be killed by a s'irfgle
bowb; §ssthad: they!re,essuping $he(Mlophdnd Lthing 4s/gbing '-kn-.explodegs.i:..the‘point._
of maximumyeffeotiivaneass  Thatts dififidvitiénough to achieva with,a bomb droppad.:
from.a.plana, slet :alome ;withian«3CBY.. :Iin¢opontden ‘how-seeutabe i:heiz_' rguidance s~
toms .are these days . but.I*d guess- ofifhend thatoondy by:dluck-would aniICBM hit wibh~
in a8 oouple:miles.of the peint.ef edmy 1~Fallout wouldteasily blanket the-entire .
taxget area with that alese a mias; efqcounsey But (it would make e blg:difference in
the blast affeotd+ Come t6,$hink;of 1k, thersgaresssr haa quibela ickiish dscisian
to make: fusesforran sir: burst.fhat.will. give meximum blast: and minimum fallout, or
fuza. @o"r,.,gqggoundqbur-ﬁﬁ whioh: pridygescameoh snaller, aved:of bla‘studestrugtion.'

- On your question of whether or not to admit a strangen: dnko ybur! fallout sheltan,
the more I think about it the more meaningless it besomes. For this reason: there
are so few shelters thal e_itpe_rjﬂp‘ao;zley ax:q‘_grgia;;’g to be able to.survive by improviss
i@ eomé Seher Lord S0 Fhutdotive :opor&sr, -of-4ied only e handful aof humanity is
oing o ‘be d1ive ‘anykow, 'Civiligation i€self will perish, and decisiong. based .on .
§4vitized” and “Rumens" 'sfdndards 6F dthios 'are no longer applicable.. Gonsaguent-
ly, the best ‘thing to do would bé to mdvise the person knocking an your shelter doa
to get indoors (preferably on the oenter floor of a multi-story building) end stuff.
the' oracks fn Windows and doors with rags hefore the radioactive .f£allout builds wup ;
tod much' " I 4t was just d'matter 6f admitting an extra persan, and providing you
hat ‘the' necessary food and water, you might ‘be willing to do 80, but how do.you. i
knew whet you'll find when you oééq that door -- perhaps an armed gang bent son
toesing you ‘and your family _'out ‘of t’h.e' shalter and taking_ over for themselwas., '
# This was a fine gine, Bob; ‘heps you'Il be able to hit every mailing from here ons

WARHOON #23'Y 1t ‘4s probebly true ‘that $,A'Psr,.‘s'srves a8 & training ground .for, FAPA, .-

but this" 15 not necessarily a dispdventage to SAPS. . It!s true, dlso.. -
that there's’a terrific’ tnrnoisr in the SAPS msmbership in the course; of .4 couple -
of* years. - We could no'dou%t svop this by discarding the ocurrent activity requirewi:
ments in” favor of* mord isnient onss, 'similer to “hose of FAPA. But, why? ; It is
tmdeniable that there ars some lovely items to be found in FAPA bundles, axd; never,
desn elsewhere, but the same can be gaid of SAPS. Naking SAPS into an imitation
FAPA still wouldn't get us the Surbees and Hoffmens, and Denners and . Warnerses 8o
hew' would we ' gain? _Under'the’ cresent setup, SAPS, is, I believe, egual if not
soparior €6 FAPA in' avorazs qua2ilty, 'What hos FAPA got to, match OUTSIDERS; or
WRO™ RILLED $-F2 or,“Por in3~ance, WARHOON? You might just as easily twist, your,
thesis to advocate FAPA chsnging to SAPS'—"cy;'Je requirements 80 a3 te attraot the
producers of Such chsice ftems, =~ " T ] . wodbs i nrld i
. viil 3n% ©F i 1f there is any qualitative difference hetween the .
two apes, & debatable question in Ifself, 1%'is this: . SAPS attracts the relative .
newoomer to-fandom, the parson’ ablaze with enthusiasm and ambition, who.wiews-the
stringent activity req‘ui;eme_nts 'of SAPS not aes an 'bpprassion, but as ajchallenge..
Cenmequontly, the ot fwity per momber iz roughly twice as: great in SAFSias in FAPA
Now I'1l admit that twice as mish crud is.a dublous blessing -~ ‘but: oo the! other - L !
hand, most fens are as teolonted and ccmpgtent .ah Lanpublishing when they first ‘ens .
fter fandom as they ever will become. [So,aite me exceptions; Ilcan always oounter & .
with Higgs, Taurasi, dnd Moskowitz). ' The result iz, SAPS gets the benefit: of tha':i,:-"f
new Yalent and fresh enthusiasm =-- 1t is when thi:s youthful (in spirit, anyway) 3

glow dien away, und the fan has settled into.s routine, that he begine to find the
requirements of SAPS tod strénudut to his taste, and switohos over to the more len=-
ient embrace of FAPA.

: . Den)t Yorgst, too,, that for every FAPA member who remailR\
siletit for a yenr und then bursts Forth with a g.orious FAPAzine, thers are other
FAPA memtiors: who' refain"silant Tor) o vear and then burst: forth with' the mindmum ly
required papges of Xk banal orud £o salvage their membership for another ysare ="

'1f the fans vyho dropped SAPS in favor of FAPA were es motive theré as they sre

. |
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in SAPS, and FAPA began coming out with a series of 1000-page bundles, THEN I'd be-
gin ot olsary “yodiroworry about the iprestiega rexld  gudesd sl Tutisre “of -SABS #{ 'But une
dermrthe ipresent clfcumstencés) I'm'sure thet 1f tHere's dany woréyirig td ve dotis, “1%
187the FAPA  membors who shtald be deéinfiley voo x "odinuo wolomae o gsels of o
elisats » QU boillx e [ilw yilo £ b algoeq vaan wod Joibatg godd nedw tove waoly

~ #alc'The Hirp: ThidxOnce oridwics”uaiidd ghodyo M1t dure  puts: mere effort into his '

fanfiotion ‘thansany otherifenfictipmwndtefuiiRiiew ofiviY, fopsinstancé; usualily '
start e -Ftory with né-ideasof whabtbiecogodngito. happen“beyond ~thésfirst . soupleiof -
~petagraphte The plotreithér.devebopdras Digoldlonig;:or the'perefraph "godd into the
wastebasket. " {ITusidliyigosrthru-w doaple of rough'drafts; But Lhe émendations in
rthese ard 'mostly $ncmattefs of dpelYing -andopifctdstion, “or substitition-of a more
aparkiing wordoo¥ phrasep not changss) n°the.plot itself.) ' Uy method deeme to wa¥
1for me,[thoy il Iineedz4B1 & goodiinspirati onal, 6}eh‘1‘ng:‘ 1ine, “Semething like; -
"1Stap 16 rdéd Traf Ballerd,blushingofurtousiyy” ' Anyone Kave ‘any inspiratfonal
.apeding Yindé:Riokiggoaréundiniss o winbs o don go ymWitude 1o ar treerr mony a2
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1ng" in 'or@qr"‘ﬁo ’Mé‘ __1'Eﬁ'859‘m'érﬁugibie ; "lnd pr uo.ed .‘- profmd lggk,of cenviotion
aFtdrimad that "t',’ao‘ﬁd.“9?‘“?9?&.%1'?2:“%:%10i . Blish was very helpful in
Pinpointing many. of #he fallaciés 'dnd ommissicns which I would not otherwise have .
oddnedd oisly notided. "One “he ‘miesed “which did strike me, was. the top-secret: report .
ol bibe Weld Fecretary affer Smith's military carger, pointing out Mis posssssion
of % Iuable Talénts ' for ped outc warfers, Bt concluding that they could not be put
to pragtisal use'and“that therdfore ha' should ;&“:'die'dha:g;d'. ~Surely the one thing

the miTitary ddﬁhor'-i,’ffe's “Yould NoT ds’i&ﬁ_ﬂ be %o turn such an individual, loose for

~ 8come elert enehy €0 g5t Hold of and ;zptciﬂ‘,%’ 1 1L qompletely ®affled,; theyd: have

' '};.r‘l 2éant Ticked the profleh up' the ‘chain of ‘cammand’ until the World Secretary hime
gelf was foroed to meke the decision (and ept tha responsibility 4f it heppened
N\, to Hé.the wronkg ohie . ) T of ThukeTy o (‘fmég;"’hﬁ’" BN e
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_ _ ¢ Suraly avel OMC mudt agree thet Rixmk Welch has done
moF® to harm the oomserwtiws ‘bause than swen MoCarthy. Those whom McCarthy.aliene:

ated- wore repelled by him Perecnally, rather, then by the cause whish he adwecated;.

~ the¥/- viewed him as exploitiug anti—Ctirr@u‘gij.giq for his perscnal ends. Welch managea..

to befoul the entire p?_lil'os.'oph_v' of o:cin.s.te-rg’qtism,_f the pdlitical counterpert, .l should
think, ©fYour’ well-remembetred friend Degler. . - o

10

RESIN>7#81 ~It's news to'me that there ARE any feteorologists at Ft Bliss predisting
@07 weather for rocket firings. 'Not for ours, anyhow, since the Cpl is: sup~
posed %o be en allsweather’tactioal weapoen, and our ghoots are scheduled, sometimes,
weekse 4. adverices. ' I'remember’ shoots Yn’ raln,.spow, dust storme, and foge Of oourse,
met dath 18°0#é@ 1n computing alming data; 86 maybe we do have an expert on-weather
samewhere in the higher echelongs # While I was.in Korea the #d4 Inf Div orgmnized
a bl gftpd wind " Phis cadded u nifbr ‘4 fplomatio oriasis when the .tartans arrived.
from “the ‘Bl t1dh “duppliere “and sbmecns disobyered that,they were the:.plaidsauthore
ized onty” f'or-the: Quedn?s” svm® thing-or-other regiment.. I.balleve the Qenmanding
General fifiail§ hud’¢6 wiite to"the e gimental commander and got his permission bo
usgthen; whidh 6frdourse. wae granted 'in the interests of wllied friendship and what
not. The pipers: were -Yess of a'problems 'they merely borrowsd a handmaster .from,
the Brivigh {erces in Korea, who gpwe a dne-week course in piping to the members o
the divieion bands olf thet was not “¥ufficient, 14 'one except a Scotsman sould tell .
the dd ffermioasd ot sdon T5a ’ S UL *\S ST L ' e v
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WAFTAGE #63 The best thing to do when drafted, old chap sr as 8oon as you get as~

an’axis stgred’ to:alliontfit £or babds trainitg == is to.brag, lopdly sbpub ywur;: -
skill with e .typer’ entliiimed. *Tt*11 keep you ballhd a desk on meny e.gold. wet day-
when the rest ofJ theioutfit: 15" out @lé.dd.in'g thru tg@ mud or cleaning. ¢osmoline off
weepons.ts¥outld: ssdll have plent)” of work and headmches, but of e more tolereble
sort than the average GI has to con‘begzgln_ w;::h'.\\_Beaggies, work*g;l_in,_,.any&yeqi quarters,
you.gab. £irst orack 'at -Yolunteering f6r ‘any ﬂeally good deal thet turns ups


make.lt

TOLETAN #£; Hope you're able to tell us, this mailing, thav wou did become one of
the final group selected for the trip to Eurcpe, Bruee, It sounds
like a great opportunity.

DREAM JUICE: Entertaining, ole leejay, but somehow juet mizses being in & olass
with preceding installments of the Bsllard Chromicles. Keep up the
saga, though -- this was well worth the effort.

And that s the bottom of the plle of SAPSeines. Apologies to any I may have
misgsed; with two of us writing mo's on the seame gines at the same time, the mailing
doesn't stay in precise order, the way 1 used to keep is in my LA£ELE4L/ single daw.

PLPEOCMOKE

A LAMENT FOR BRWCE; - Sorry, old OF, but no lengprd oan you boast of belenging te

¢1l the fannieh apas. In fact, the sixth mailing of CAPA
was distributed on New Year's Day (well, actually om the #d of January, the WSPO
not being very booperative about keeping their postoffices open on holidays).

CAPA is the Carboniferous Amateur Press Alliance, with monthly mailings, a
membership of five {or nine, depending on whether wou sount wives), and a nostalg e
devotion te Fifth Fandom. 1I'd mention some of the gpodies that have appeered in
its bundles, but I don't want to turn you non~members green with envy., For droole
ing purposes, tho, you might plead to ses their CAPA file next time you're visiting
Rick Sneary, Roy Tackett, Ed Cox, Len Meffatt, or me.

THE USUAL APOLOGIES 3 If the size and legibility of this 1ssue of SW are far belew

the standards of recent years, excuse it plizs. We ran inte
an agute paper shortage as the deadline loomed, and I was foroed into the desperate
expedient of running the inside pagps on typewriter paper. However, this short-
term ghastliness may have beneficial results in the lomg run, for it impelled us te
cbtain e catalog of mimeo supplies from Wral Ballard, so we can order from the
Master Company by mail, insteed of depending on the fantastically expensive and
ill-stocked local staticomery stores. Why, wa're even thinking of becoming one of
those lependary types who buy their paper ten reams at a time}

BOLIDAY BITS: After all, since this issue DOES have a Christmame cover, mayhe it 1s

not too lste to tell about our decorations. I guess 1t has been s
couple-three years since ex-SAP Megan Sturek briefed this or gmnizstion on New Mex-
foc'a holiday lanterns, luminarias, so I'd better repeat the story,

It seems that
the early Spanish settlers used to selebrate Christmas Eve by bullding small piles
of pinon logs en their rooftops end setting them afire (being adobe, the buildings
themselves were in no danger of satching fire). These were supposed to symbolize
the fires of the "shspbards ¥eeplng watoh by nigbt". Later, when civilization came
via the Santa Fe trail, the New Mexicans began substituting lanterns made of wrap-
ping paper for the pincn-wood fires, using & candle sz the source of light.

In ite
prﬁgent form, thg‘luminaria oonsists of a paper bag (the kind sold in superma; tsa
as sandwioh bags ) with the rim folded over a couple of times to stiffen it and
keep it from shutting. You drop a double heandful of sand into the bottom to weight
it down, and then place a lighted vigil candle on the sand. Thess luminaerias are
lined up a foot or two apart alung the edges of wal ks, on windowsills, and g0 on.
In daylight they don't look like muoh, but after dark they have a bright vet soft
glow that is amaringly pretty.,

Nanoy and I set out ¥0 luminarias on Christmas Eve
== the number limited by the fact that we couldn't get any more candles: lumipar-
lag are becoming quite a popular decoration eround El Paso. They drew quite a bit
of admiring oomment from other residents of these epartments, as well as & rush by



nei ghboring cemera bugs to set up tripods for time exposures. Ome of our neighbor-
ing cofiples had spent Christmas in Albuquerque, wh' h is THE olty in whioh to see
luminarins by the thousands. When they got buchk and we compered our impressiocms of
delipht with our modeet display and their tales of what they'd seen, we decided to
repoat the spactacle for New Year's Eve, By thies time the stores had replenished
their stocks of vigil cendles, so ws cooperated in asetting out 40-0dd luminarias

in the courtyard between our apartments in order to weloome the New Year.

e oan hardly wait for the opporbunity to introduce this Southwestern eustem
to the natives of Michigan and/or Penncylvenia in coming yesrs. It seems the fen-
nish thing to do. Omnly one drvawback strikes me: as I recall it, in those parts ef
the oountry, unlike El Paso, grocery stores and such places don't normelly stosk
vigil candles, do they?

7% IDIOT BOX of ours whinh went kaput shortly before Christmas is now bask in ope

eration, thenks to our friendly nelpghborhood TV serviceman, two re-
gistors and a capioitor, and a $14 repair bill. I must admit that 9/10 of the pro-
gramming seemR hardly wesin the trouble. In fact, the best viewing seems to be the
0ld movies. Perhape because, while eimed for nc hiher an I} level than the current
prcgrams, they weren't made 1n such haste, end 8o that fact len't quite as cbvious.
(Wupas, Nency just turned it on, end it's now presenting Bob Eloch's "The Waxworks"
behind my back ~~ and, eles, since this zineMUST go into the mail tomerrow, I can!t
stop stencdélling even lcng enough to find out if Bloch is brilliant. Six stencils
to run off yet -~ after I fiaish this one -~ and two zines to collate, staple, and
wrap for mailing, and it's getting lete in the evening and T hawe to get up at 0530 .
Ah, the woes of being a fan.)

WARNING: Profit by my example and newor try using Burgundy as & mixer for rum. I¥
makes a shmooocoth drink, byt WOW, whatva morning after.

PROJECT: Nenoy presented me with a couple of hei” metal file boxes to hold my

collection of Xodeohrome sildcs. Now . am confronbted with soms 1800
glides needing scrting and indexing, and then I'll bz alie to find the one I want
when I want ite Since they rauge from Kbrealg- to Seattla1o‘ , the tnnk 1s a form-
jdable one., Sometime when I get all caught upa%n atenoilling“&nd mimeving I'1l have
to tackle it.

STORK DERBY: I'm pretty surs 1t wesn't told me as a DNQ, so 1t seems safe to ap-

prize all tueir SAPSish friends thet EdCo and Anpe Cox are anticipate
ing the arriwal of their first noofeu in 8ix monvrs or so. Maybe scme experienced
fan should take pity om us neos at this game end dewote a few fanzine pagps to a
step-by-step explanation of diaper-folding. Earl?

THE FUTURE ae always is somewhat uncertain. I'd originally expected to ship ocu® of
hers (probably to Eurcps) this spring, Howower the sxtension of enlist~
ments during the Berlin erisis cporated ‘n my cuse o meke 1t May before I'm ellg-
iple for ovorsaal azsin. By Gthat binms Janoy wiil be close enough to the maternity
ward to probably keep ma around here a ocouple months lcuger. Hrmm, maybe we will
have time to use up ton reams of mimeo paper befors we haw to mows:

Of oourse,
/ ‘there is another side to the question: originally I wes rather eager to return to
"\ Furope =~ bui that same Berlin orisis saused a chonge in policy: they're no longer
\\&ilowing dependants to accomyeny GI's sunt to Furope. Which causes a considourable
shehge in my attitude toward taking such a trip.

Owell, c'est la cold-guarre.
Here's wishing all the best to you

Throughout the year of 'sixty-two..s
see ya next mailing.



